Bellevue Hotel, Brisbane (1886 - 1979).
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A HIGHE_P. AUTHORITY’ had directed that demolition of the Belle Vue begin ¢
day morning, a Works Department spokesman said last night,

He said this direction was given after last Wednesday's joint Gavernment parties
meeting, but would not confirm or deny that the higher authority was the Premier (Mr
Bjelke-Petersen),

The spokesman gaid that it had still been the
Works Department’s decision to go ahead with the
demolition on Saturday

In conjuncilon with the contractor, it was de-
clded to start on Baturday so traffic would not be
inconvenienced

Demaolitlonn of the Belle Vae continoed vester-
day as Mr. Bielke-Pelersen accused Liberal MPs
who opposed the action, as ‘pathetic”.

In other developmentis vestercay, the BSiate
Liberal Member for Stafiord (Mr. Gygar) clalmed
the demolition contractor, Sim Enterprises, con=
travened the Consimiction Salety Act

He zaid windows had not been removed and the
doors were not boarded up.

A ‘catch ovadle’ was required for the rubble,
but had not been bullt. A safely zone one and a
half times the helght of the bullding should have
DEen estapliEned.

Mr. Cygar sald last night that Members had
left the joint parties with the impression that
the facade of the Belle Vue was to be saved and
used 22 2 front on enother bullding on. the same
BT,

‘Vandalism’

Brishane Clty Council planning and traffic
committee chairman (Alderman Ardill) =aid the
vandalism®" had wrecked thousands of dollaTs
worth of traffic control equipment.

Alderman Ardill said that a wall of the Belle
Yue had fallen on a traffic insiallation that would
pul out the traffic lights for several days at the ties meeting, He said that only three Liberals op-
corner of Alice and George Streets and other p-l:;lvl!'ﬂ the dt'rl:i!-lﬂlﬂ at the meeling.
nearby intersections. The Works Department spokesman said last

The Town Clerk would be seeking com- night the demolition contract had not been adver-
pensation for ihe traific installailon and parking tised ﬂ11r;]ic[}’. Guotes had been inviied by phone
meters smashed. on Thursday afternoon following Wednesday's

Another Liberal backbencher, Mr. Akers (Pine joint parties meeting. This was normal procedure,
Hivers criticised the Premier over the demolition Three quotes had been received and Sims, the
SRR Ay - COOIELCOGE successful tenderer had charged $40,000.

Mr. Bjelke-Petersen said yesterday from his “All Acts, By Laws or regulations were ob-
Kingaroy home ihat he wanied to congratolate served by th;Wnrh Department. There is no evi-
the demolition eontractor for a job well done. dence that the coniractor broke any laws,” the

He would not discuss details of tenders for the spokesman said. .
job but said all normal procedures had been com- i ;
plied with. Mr. Bjelke-Petersen: glso defended the '“ﬁufanca
1 a.m. Baturday start and said it was wise to get g3 : i
started then, so traffic was not blocked. The spokesman added that any claims for

‘ ’ damage were a ml.tﬁr for the contractor. He had

Edwards Elg'"Ed tmi!nﬂﬂut }mﬂmluﬂltm_'nn Akers (Lib, Pine Riv-

He eaid that the Deputy Premier and Liberal ers) said he was still m.uf '?I““jt_'s.]“"'“‘ the
leader (Dr. Edwards) had signed the document Liberal mﬂmﬁnﬂﬂu ue decision.
which led to the Belle Vue's destruction. He said the Liberal Party executive and lead-

rinﬁfbl:.:-reur:m n% he was *not inter- ership had unwmhﬂn:m
regulations. ¢ demolishers were cratic government in the 51

Mhti Jn their work and knew whai rules they He was 10 an m%ﬁiﬂ"m

had Lo obey. by the rty Fisher ares, o e

“Everyone knew 1t was going to be demolished motion cond .m“““fhlﬂd meth-
— what lrritates me is the pathetic way people be- : P dﬂ'mlmm
mﬁawqmvw;nxwm SO \er_example of

After being party decision, they have ;

‘mwmmm;mﬂncEIwm
be if I ran away from the '

“I like people who stick and have backbone

g Rl .

b, fm B e R Mg e P T b B FT RN e L R | R

Lol S R E id 4
ON MONDAY

Your rights
on goods

warra “ties FHONE 526011 12 CENTS®
BRISBANE, SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 1979

THIS WAS THE
BELLEVUE
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THE BelleVue Hotel died early today. Soon after
midnight demaolishers moved in and within hours

the Bl‘a-:ﬂ.r-ald building was smashed to a heap of
rubhble.

It was a violent death. Protesters shouted

and there were arrests.

But the demolition proceeded uninterrupted
and the old hotel, part of Brishane's history,
became dusty rubble. This photo shows where the
BelleVue Hotel was,

The demolition in the sarly hours of today was
an efficient operation.
@ Coalitien BelleVuwe crisis, Page 2; profesis
arrests Page 3.

WEATHER: City: Fine, mou. 26, Gold and Sunshine Coasty: Fime. Moreton Bay: Seas choppy.

Govt in crisis over
i demolition

GEOFF STERLING
Mrs McComb said

many questions had to be

asked about last night's
demolition.

SHOCKED

She said Dr Edwards
didn’t know anything
about the demolition, and
was “pretty shocked”
when he heard the news.

The four Liberal mem-
bers who took part in the
BelleVue picket are Mr
Akers, Mrs Kyburz (Sa-
lisbury), Mr Innes (Sher-
wood) and Mr Gygar
(Stafford).

Despite a telephone
conversation with Dr Ed-
wards last night, Mr Gy-
gar today was still uncer-
tain about the future.

Mr Gygar said the
events of the next couple
of days would determine

The demclition of
the BelleVue has
plunged the State
National-Liberal

Party ceoalition into a
new crisis.

The Liberal Party
leader, Dr Edwards, and
state president, Mrs
McComb, worked
feverishly during th'
night to stop a back-
bench walkout.

Dr Edwards and Mrs
McComb, who were in
Perth attending the par-
ty's federal council eon-
ference, spoke to back-
benchers by telephone.

Mrs McComb said she
thought Mr Akers (Pine
Rivers) now realised the
Liberal Party needed
him, and that he would
not resign and sit.-as an
independent as he in-
dicated earljer.. .

his future in the Liberal
Party would be decided
in the next few days.

“This is the flashpoint.
This style of arrogant,
uncaring and oppressive
Government in Queens-
land must cease imme-
diately or the Liberals
will cause to be an asso-
ciation,” Mr Gygar said.

“I'm certain I speak
for the overwhelming
cross section of the par-
ty.”

The Premier, Mr
B jelk e-Petersen today
defended the demolition.

He said the people
were well aware of the
Government’s decision to
tear down the BelleVue,
and when it was done
was irrelevant.

“Did they want it done
in peak hour traffic?”
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History dozed to the dirt

1.30 a.m. (il

Th‘e body blow for the BelleVue Hotel came ot 1.30 a.m. when o tow fruck lex-
treme right] used o cable to tear out o large section of the upper wall at the rear of the

building. C
. Can

Holding o lighted candle, Mrs Kathles
M‘l’“ watched the demolithers raxe
the BelleWue Hotel early today. M
Marshall, choirmon of the Restore the
Belle¥ue Campeign Committes, soid
that the significance of the eandle was
that it was “burning for Joh's soul.™
Mr  Marshall has been leading  the
battle to have the old hotel removoted
into an orty contre and museum,

Demolition is
greeted by a
protest storm

By NICK van KEMPEN

t.-" s Chs. - Ot -.”‘ .
By 3.30 o.m, this ditchdigger was ripping into the BelleVue ofter the earlier method of
using a crane and steel ropes had proved too slow.
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The BelleVue Hotel met its end

Demonstrators outside the
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BelleWue Hotel scream protests os a lowloader brings in demalition equipment soon after

.

midnight.

policeman lies injured ofter he wos hit by a lowloader
demolition machinery to the BelleVue Hotel, The areq
nced by o formidable barricade topped by barbad wire.

" BIG RALLY
PLANNED

A big public rally to protest at the
demolition of the BelieVue Hotel will go
ahead in Brisbane this afternoon.

Chairman of the Restore the BalleVue Campalgn,
Mrs Kathleen Marshall, sald today she wis appalled
at the stealth with which the State Government had
moved in to demolish the hotel,

“1 think it I5 an absolute disgrace the way they
have carried out this
Marshall said.

She urged the public to attend the protest meet-
ing at 2 p.m, outside Old Government House af the
Gardens end of George Street in the Queensland In-
astitute of Technology grounds.

Mrs Marshall sald she believed the demalition of
the BelleVue could have repercussions for the
Premier, Mr Bjelke-Pelersen,

“There were four state Liberal parlinmentarians
at the site during the night, and they were appalled
at the vandalism,” she said.

She understood that the Liberal leader and Dap-
uby Premier, Dr Edwards, could be flying back from
Perth where he was attending a Liberal fadernl coun-
cil meeting.

Mra Marshall claimed that the contract to de-
miolish the historic hotel had been let weeks ago, ma-
king a mockery of any decislon the joint government
parties could have made this week,

Mrs Marshall was also concerned that the demo-

plece of rank vandalism,™ Mrs

lition could spread n dangeroqs termite all over Bris-
bane.

The Works Minister, Mr Wharton, had told her
that roofing timber in the hotel was riddled with the
‘West Indian termite,

early today amid

Two ple  werse hurt
and there wers nine ar-
reals as several hundred
people. protested at the
demolition of the hotel.

Ademolition crew
from Darra arrived soon
after midnight, to jeers
nnd abuse, in & convoy of
trucks and semi-traflers,

Scruffes broke out be-
Eween police and demon-
strators,

The two people, one o
policeman, were injured
when a scemi-traller
drove through the crowd
near the main gate,

He was Constable
James Vievers, 23, of New
Farm, a member of the
Task Force, He fell while
scuffling  with  demon-
gtrators and was hit by a

- fruck,

“The workers arrived at
the BelleVue soon after
midnight and at 1,30 the
first part of the 93 - year
= old hotel fell.

A backhoe was used to
knock down additions to
the main bullding and
then a bulldeser used m
chain to pull down sec-
tons of the wall,

ONE CANDLE

Chairman of the Re-
store the BellVue Cam-
paign, Committes, M
Eathleen Marshall, stood
outside the gates appeal-
ing with demonstrators
asking them not to use
viclence.

Bhe waz holding a
single eandle.

“The candle 5 to save 14

Joh's soul,” Mrs Marshall
sald.

Arguments Sprang up
between  politiclans, se-
nior police and union of=-
ficials on the legality of
the demoiition T.

The Member for Pine
Rivers Mr Ron Akers
threatencd to resign
from the Liberal Party.

“Unlesa the leader of
the Liberal Party (Dr
Edwards) does something

vocal protests.

®)Fron PAGE 1]

about this, I will resign
from the party today,”
Mr Akers said.

The demolition order
was described as & “mid-
night rald", by the Mem-

herwood, Mr

ber for S
Angus Innes; as .acting
“like a thief in- the

night”, by the Dean of
Brishane, the Very Rev.
Inn George; and as “dis-
gusting”, by Mrz Mar-
shall,

At 5 a.m. only a small
band of demonsirators
remalned, keeping  vigil
outside the gates,

Poliee had  cordoned
off George, Alice  and
Willlnm Streets.

The demolition of the
hotel is expected to be
completed later today.
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INTERIOR GOES DOWN
Most of the interior of the
BelleVue Hotel, George Street;
was demolished by 845 a.m,
The Alice Street facade still re-
mained, Story Pages 1, 2 and 3,
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