REPORT ON NORTH QUELNSLAND ~ PASTOR DON BRADY

Left Brisbane on 17th August 1971
Arrived in Towmsville on 18th August 1971

Thursday: Went to Murray Upper area visiting several families
One cripple man living in a humpy - there are no cceds
for the land- shacks and humpy-type shapes arc the only
form of housing and at this stage this scems to be a
permanent arrangenient.
In the Murray Upper arca the Cardwell Shire Council
has set aside 5 acrcs of land which is a gazctted
Reservc.Because of this it is inpossible to mcke any
permanent arrangemcnts as it is not freechold.
A case in the Murray Upper was when a nenber cf o
particular church burnt out thc camps of the aboriginces
beecausc they did not accept his concepts on religion.
Since thcen the people have had to suffer many hardships
in trying to crect some type of housing.
The main problem in this area is the lack of financc
and the first priority would nced to be money raising.

20th - llzdc a trip to Innisfail which was worthwhile - scw
somc families there and spoke to Mrs. Hazaj; the resultd
being that Ir.&Mrs Maza came to Tully to discuss
aporiginal offoirs.There is a definitc awakening
among Aborigincs in the North and Hr.&lirs Maza are
both kecn on starting something in their area.

21st - Attended a wedding of an Aboriginal girl and an Italian
boy -~ the reception was in the form of a traditional
Aboriginal fecast.

21st -~ Went to Townsville to meet the Palm Island boat in
which 14 boys(itho were kicked off the Island) were.
The boys were presumably kicked off by the Aboriginal
Council.Both Darcy and Pastor Don acted immediately-
they took the boys and stormed the D.A.I.A. in
Tovmsville. The purposc of this was to show that thc
Aboriginal pecple of Palm Island still could not live
whecre they wish., There were supposcd to bc another
30 on the boat the following day but Darcy and Pastor
told the D.A.I.A. that if they were on the boat then
they would make sure that the A.B.C. ané other mase
nedia werc informed of these actions.On the following
day the A.B.C. and Darcy and Pastor Don werc on thc
vharf but when the boat arrived there were no boys to
be scen.Thus we werce able to prevent 30 boys from
being strandcd on the mainland; howcver this is always
happening and it was lucky that we werc there at that
particular time.

Waile in Towmsville Dercy and Pastor Don were able to
investigatce police brutality towards Aboriginal boys.
Four lads were beaten by the police on a few days
previous 1o our arrival and when we saw these lads we
took them to the hospital. When cxamined the Doctor
wanted to know why they had not gone to the hospital
before this. Pastor Don explained to the Doctor that
therc were hundreds of cases concerning Aborigincs
that had not been reported because Aborigines had no
conficdence in the Whitcs in Townsville. Many of the
Aborigines had died in thc perks and allotments becausc
they had lost all respect and confidenec in the D.A.T.A.
and the Whitcs in Townsville.Thus from the obscrvations
there would bec no hesitation in condemning T'ville on
Rocisn.

Left Townsville on Wedneséoy 1st September 1971.



